STUDIES  IN  PROSE
menelature of the sciences, and to perform
the marvelous feat of calling all things by
other than their names! Only the first dis-
coverer of an object, or the first inventor of a
' scientifically efficient abstraction, is entitled to
bestow the name under which he takes pos-
session for science of this newly won point
More serious is the other complaint, that
during the long use of speech a multitude of
modes of expression are accumulated, which,
by means of the syntactic pliability of lan-
guage, can be very conveniently combined to-
gether, but with which thought can not keep
pace. Much can be done with words, and as
what is evidently nonsense must admit of
being, grammatically and syntactically, quite
correctly and elegantly exprest, even that it
may be examined and denied; still more, by
the readiness with which a grammatically
faultless form can be assumed, half-true, con-
fused, distorted statements may be made to
deceive by an appearance of perfect correct-
ness. These processes can be most clearly
traced in the combinations of mathematical
symbolic language. M*any particular groups
of signs bearing on one another, at first de-
vised for a special ease to express a relation
there comprehensible, may afterward be made
to undergo a series of changes or of applicar
tions that for the moment have no assignable
meaning, may frequently receive none even
when we continue to calculate with them, yet
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